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As the main source of energy for Trinidad and Tobago 
as well as its principal foreign exchange earner 
Petrotrin is investing strategically in upping its 

offshore and onshore resources of crude

words by John O’Hanlon   research by Robert Hodgson
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ast year we published an in-depth 
report on the caribbean’s leading 
o&g company, looking at petrotrin’s 

business models, vision, people strategy and 
environmental aspirations. there can be no 
doubt that this is a company that is pivotal 
to the development of the nation and indeed 
the region as a whole. petrotrin is the state-
owned integrated oil and gas company of 
trinidad and tobago engaged in the full 
range of petroleum operations including the 

exploration, development and production of 
hydrocarbons and the manufacturing and 
marketing of petroleum products. In other 
words it is active from wellhead to consumer, 
from upstream to downstream o&g activities 
as well as being an influential participant in 
trinidad and tobago’s economic and political 
life, supplying the country’s domestic needs as 
well as exporting half of its production to the 
benefit of the country’s balance of payments.

this company was incorporated on January 

L

 Facilities in harmony 

with the landscape 

Petrotrin

“Petrotrin directly 
employs 5,500 people, and 
incorporates at least 700 

smaller local companies in 
its supply chain”

21, 1993 to consolidate and operate the 
petroleum producing, refining and marketing 
assets of state-owned enterprises: trinidad 
and tobago oil company Limited (trintoc) 
and trinidad and tobago petroleum company 
Limited (trintopec). In 2000, it acquired 
the assets of texaco Inc in the joint venture 
trinmar Limited, making that entity a part of 
its exploration and production operations.

as a state enterprise, petrotrin is under 
the direct control of the Minister of finance. 



Theo Richards General Contractors Limited 
(TRGCL) is an Energy Servicing Company, 
providing a range of specialized services 
for Petrotrin including Pipe Fabrication and 
Installation, Major repairs to their Offshore 
Platforms and other Facilities.  
We have demonstrated our ability to perform 
these works and Petrotrin has gained their 
confidence in us to deliver a high quality 
work in their Building and Construction, 
Rehabilitation of their Offshore Facilities and 
Refinery Maintenance Jobs.
Over the past thirty five (35) years, our 
services to Petrotrin have expanded and we 
have moved from small to large categories 
performing a range of diverse jobs within 
the required codes of the Petrochemical 
Industries. The experience gained by working 

with Petrotrin, provided a medium for growth 
and expansion for us as a Business Entity. 
We have now extended our services to other 
major Energy Sector Companies.
As a Contracting Company and a Business 
Entity, Petrotrin has become one of our main 
revenue earners and we continue to depend 
on Petrotrin for continuity and sustainability. 
Hence, we are privileged to grow as a 
Business by earning revenue from services 
we provide to them.
As Petrotrin celebrate twenty (20) years we 
have the privilege to be a partner with them in 
business and growth. Happy Anniversary to 
Petrotrin and may our partnership continue to 
be a success story.

E. theo@trgcl.com

THEO RICHARDS GENERAL CONTRACTOR LIMITED

Theo Richards General Contractors Limited is a 
Service type company providing Services to our 
main client Petrotrin for over 35 years. 

We provide the following services to Petrotrin Point-a-Pierre Refinery Area, 
Palo Seco fields and Petrotrin Trinmar Operations and other areas:

• Welding and Fabrication 
• Civil Works
• Building Construction and Maintenance  
• Hydro blasting and Painting
• Pipefitting, Grass cutting and other Related Services

Email: theo@trgcl.com  |  Telephone: (868) 648-0596 

Theo Richards 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR LIMITED
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Theo Richards General Contractors 
Limited (TRGCL) is an Energy Servicing 

Company, providing a range of specialized 
services for Petrotrin including Pipe 
Fabrication and Installation, Major repairs to 
their Offshore Platforms and other Facilities.  
We have demonstrated our ability to perform 
these works and Petrotrin has gained their 
confidence in us to deliver a high quality work 
in their Building and Construction, Rehabilitation 
of their Offshore Facilities and Refinery 
Maintenance Jobs.

Over the past thirty five (35) years, our services 
to Petrotrin have expanded and we have moved 
from small to large categories performing a range 
of diverse jobs within the required codes of the 
Petrochemical Industries. The experience gained 
by working with Petrotrin, provided a medium for 
growth and expansion for us as a Business Entity. 
We have now extended our services to other major 
Energy Sector Companies.

As a Contracting Company and a Business 
Entity, Petrotrin has become one of our main 
revenue earners and we continue to depend on 

Petrotrin for continuity and sustainability. Hence, 
we are privileged to grow as a Business by earning 
revenue from services we provide to them.

As Petrotrin celebrate twenty (20) years 
we have the privilege to be a partner with them 
in business and growth. Happy Anniversary to 
Petrotrin and may our partnership continue to 
be a success story. 

Theo RichaRds GeneRal conTRacToR limiTed

the contractor of choice

“as petrotrin celebrate 
twenty (20) years we 

have the privilege to be 
a partner with them in 
business and growth”

  (868) 648-0596
 theo@trgcl.com



Inland & Offshore Contractors Ltd  is proud to 
have been supporting Petrotrin’s operations 
for the past twelve years supplying Offshore 
and Land Transportation, Hydro-blasting and 
Tubular Maintenance services. Currently we 
supply marine vessels ranging from 50 to 150 
feet providing transport, emergency response 
services and drilling support. We have also 
provided tubular maintenance using our 
water-blasting units. In addition we supply 
articulated boom cranes ranging from six to 
twenty ton lifting capacity, tractor trucks, 
forty and forty-five foot trailers and mobile 
cranes. Our company stands committed to 
providing an exemplary service as described 
in our motto, ‘A cut above the rest’. 
www.iocltt.com

The Continuous Catalytic 

Regeneration (CCR) unit

Petrotrin

It directly employs 5,500 people, and 
incorporates at least 700 smaller local 
companies in its supply chain, supporting 
nearly one in seven of the islands’ population 
of 1.3 million. the company produces a little 
under 45,000 barrels per day (bpd) of crude 
oil, making it the largest crude oil producer 
in trinidad and tobago, and 180 million cubic 
feet of gas. 

Its crude feeds the company’s pointe-
à-pierre refinery which has the capacity 
to process around 170,000 bpd, making 
products for a variety of local, regional and 
international markets from fuel oil to aviation 
fuels. the refinery as it stands today is the 
result of continuous upgrading since a major 
$355 million investment programme carried 
out in 2000. all this, though, is eclipsed 
by a $1.2 billion upgrade project currently 
being completed. In its thrust to improve 
its international marketability, petrotrin 
recently engaged in a clean fuels program 
at pointe-à-pierre, which involves the gasoline 
optimisation program (gop) and the ultra 
Low sulphur diesel (uLsd) projects. between 
them these projects will help to ensure a full 
conversion capability of 168,000 bpd, enable 
the company to produce cleaner and more 
environmentally friendly gasoline and diesel 

inland & offshoRe 
conTRacToRs

Our Services:
Marine Transport  •  Inland Transport 

• Pumping/Hydroblasting

Tel - 868 677 2093  |  E-mail - info@iocltt.com  |  www.iocltt.com

A Cut Above The Rest
INLAND & OFFSHORE CONTRACTORS LTD 

“Petrotrin recently  
engaged in a Clean Fuels 

Program at Pointe-à-
Pierre, which involves the 

Gasoline Optimisation 
Program (GOP) and the 
Ultra Low Sulphur Diesel 

(ULSD) projects”



Petrotrin

to both regional and international markets 
and will impact positively on the company’s 
profitability and viability well into the future. 
as hemraj ramdath, at that time petrotrin’s 
vp of strategy and business development, 
told us last year: “we had to change our 
production processes to get better, cleaner 
fuels that meet new environmental targets.”

the work at the refinery is aimed at helping 
the company to shift its emphasis from lower 
value, high volume products such as fuel oil to 
higher margin products like aviation fuel and 

Sadhna Petroleum Services Company Limited  
based in Trinidad and Suriname provides quality services in the following:

• Turnkey Drilling • Well Abandonment • Rig Management & Maintenance • Drilling & Workover Rigs 
• Drilling Location and Access Road Construction • Labour Management • HSE Personnel

TRINIDAD: 461 Southern Main Raod, Rousillac, Trinidad, West Indies.  Ph: 868-651-1929/30  |  Fax: 868-651-1937
SURINAME: Larecoweg 138, Saramacca, Suriname.  Ph: 597 327-176  |  Fax: (597) 327-100

QUALITY CUSTOMER SERVICE

We specialise in: 

Onshore & Offshore work
•  Including Diving & 

Underwater Services
• Barge Rentals 
• Welding & Fabrication

Civil Works
•  Equipment Rental & 

Mechanical Works

#95 Alta Garcia Trace, San Francique Rd., Penal

Telephone:
1 868 647 1885, 338 4009, 
488 1949, 336 7935, 298 3315

LAND & MARINE 
CONTRACTING SERVICES

“We had to change our production processes to get better, 
cleaner fuels that meet new environmental targets”

low-sulphur diesel. the object of the exercise 
is to get a better return on the products, a 
higher margin and a chance to be competitive 
in high spec markets. the refinery upgrade 
will also have to address the lower grade fuel 
oil market, which since petrotrin sells around 
50,000 barrels a day is an important part of 
the mix. further investment will be needed 
to utilise that fuel oil better and convert it 
into higher value product in an increasingly 
competitive market. as the country’s energy 
minister Kevin ramnarine put it in april, 

Port facilities at Pointe-à-Pierre 



GOPCO OILFIELD AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES LTD
A Stockist and Supply Company and is one of Trinidad’s 
leading local supplier of Valves, Casing, Tubing, Tubing 
Pup Joints, Drill Pipes, Drill Collars, Downhole Tools,  
and Rig Equipment and Accessories, including all makes 
of Duplex and Triplex Pumps and  related consumable 
items for the Oil, Gas and Associated Industries.  
We are the agent for CAVINS OILWELL TOOLS, 
KING OIL TOOLS(GEFCO) AMERICAN BLOCK 
and many others. GOPCO also provides Rental of 
Oilfield related Tools and Equipment for Drilling, 
Completion, Workover and Fishing Operations. We 
have experienced Service Engineers and Fishing Tool 
Operators for performing all types of fishing jobs. 
T. 001-868-652-8721/22
E. sales@gopcott.com

GULF ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD 
A machine shop based company which is API 
and ISO 9001 certified. We provide Machining, 
Fabrication, Threading of Connections, Quality 
Manufactured Parts and Products, QA / QC 
services & repairs to Oilfield & Industrial 
Equipment. GESL has a comprehensive inventory 
of ‘Downhole’ Drilling and Production Tools and 
Equipment that are rented to customers for 
Drilling/Workover and Completion operations 
both on-land and off-shore. 
T. 001-868-652-8447/48
E. gulf@gulfengtt.com

GULF ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD 
A machine shop based company which is 
API and ISO 9001 certified. We provide 
Machining, Fabrication, Threading of 
Connections, Quality Manufactured Parts 
and Products, QA / QC services & repairs to 
Oilfield & Industrial Equipment. GESL has 
a comprehensive inventory of ‘Downhole’ 
Drilling and Production Tools and Equipment 
that are rented to customers for Drilling/
Workover and Completion operations both 
on-land and off-shore. 
Email: gulf@gulfengtt.com
Tel: 001-868-652-8447/48 

GOPCO OILFIELD AND INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIES LIMITED – is a Stockist and 
Supply Company and is one of Trinidad’s 

leading local supplier of Valves, 
Casing, Tubing, Tubing Pup Joints, 
Drill Pipes, Drill Collars, Downhole Tools,  
and Rig Equipment and Accessories, 
including all makes of Duplex and Triplex 
Pumps and  related consumable items for 
the Oil, Gas and Associated Industries.  
We are the agent for CAVINS OILWELL 
TOOLS, KING OIL TOOLS(GEFCO) 
AMERICAN BLOCK and many others. 
GOPCO also provides Rental of Oilfield 
related Tools and Equipment for Drilling, 
Completion, Workover and Fishing 
Operations. We have experienced Service 
Engineers and Fishing Tool Operators for 
performing all types of fishing jobs. 
Tel. 001-868-652-8721/22.
E. sales@gopcott.com 

GULF GROUP OF COMPANIES COMPRISES:

PETROTRIN feature text 
to go here......Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipisicing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis aute irure 
dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse cillum 
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur 
sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est 

laborum. feature text to go 
here......Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur adipisicing 
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis aute irure 
dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse cillum 
dolore eu fugiat nulla 

pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat 
non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia 
deserunt mollit anim id est laborum. feature 

This is a caption this is a caption

Our vision is to continue to partner with Petrotrin and others, 
priding ourselves with our quality, reliability and our delivery  
of products and services.

GULF GROUP OF COMPANIES have been serving the Oil & Gas 
Industries in Trinidad & Tobago successfully for over 37 years 
possesses a combined knowledge of over five hundred years.

GESL is licensed under API Spec 7-1-0125  & Spec 5CT-0247  
and is also the licensed and certified agent for:

Partnering with 
all Major Oil and 
Petrochemical 
Industries

Onshore well drilling in Fyzabad

Petrotrin

“petrotrin’s refinery will be challenged and 
its ability to survive will depend heavily on 
increasing the quantity of equity crude 
that it runs, leveraging on location to grow 
volumes in existing premium markets and 
capture new premium markets, aggressive 
cost management and increased operations 
efficiency, and implementation of a bottom 
of the barrel solution to convert fuel oil into 
higher value products, and thereby increase 
the value of the fuel oil.” 

basically, trinidad and tobago needs more 
oil, and that means increased exploration 
activity on the part of petrotrin and its 
partners. the company is carrying out an 
intensive programme of 3d seismological 
surveying and interpretation which should 

GUlf GRoUP of comPanies comPRises:

“Petrotrin’s ability to survive will depend heavily on 
increasing the quantity of equity crude that it runs”



K.G.C. Company Limited is often referred to as the  
preferred contractor in our area of expertise because of  

our resourcefulness and timely execution.

K.G.C. Company is also involved in ship building and repairs 
in Trinidad and Tobago. We have constructed several 

Aluminum Hull Passenger / Multi-purpose vessels which 
were sold companies operating in the Offshore Oil and Gas 
in the Gulf of Mexico, Venezuela and Trinidad and Tobago.

Through continuous improvement, expansion of our 
resources and being “Turn Key” company has made  

K.G.C. Company Limited exceptional in the execution of 
all our projects as we are governed by safety, quality and 

efficiency of which our esteemed clients continuously 
realize the cost effectiveness of their projects.

• Civil and Marine Construction • Platform Construction  
and Installation • Piling - land and offshore  

• Land & Submarine Pipe laying • Key Wall / Jetty – 
Construction • Welding and Fabrication (ABS Certified)  

• Tank Fabrication • Structural Fabrication  
• Diving Services • Inspection – NDT Services  

• Labour Supply • Abrasive Blasting and Painting  
• UHP Water Jetting • Maintenance Services  

• Marine & Civil Construction Equipment Rental  
• Ship Building and Repairs • Warehouse and Yard Rental

K.G.C. Company Limited was incorporated in the year 1995 in the Republic of Trinidad  
and Tobago. From inception our company has been servicing the needs of our dynamic 
National Oil and Gas Production and refining companies in the areas of civil and marine 
construction and installation projects. Our main client has always been The Petroleum 

Company of Trinidad and Tobago Limited (PETROTRIN). K.G.C. Company Limited has also 
executed major projects for both local and international companies.

Please feel free to contact our Office about any of our services or any other service which you may require our support: 
K.G.C. Company Limited, 106 Celestial Park, Vessigny Village, La Brea, Republic of Trinidad & Tobago, West Indies.

Telephone: 868 651 1887  |  Fax: 868 648 8159  |  E. info@kgccoltd.com  |  www.kgccoltd.com

K.G.C. COMPANY LIMITED

Petrotrin

“I don’t think the average 
man on the street is aware 

that our refinery has a 
capacity of 165,000 barrels 
of oil per day, of which we 
supply 45,000 barrels or 

27 percent”

produce good results and help achieve a 
modest though significant increase in the 
medium term, maybe boosting oil production 
to 65,000 bpd by the end of this decade. 
however petrotrin plans, as part of its 2014 
- 2018 strategic plan, to invest $11.3 billion 
over the next four years to increase its oil 
production in an attempt to improve its overall 
profitability. the investment represents 71 
percent of the company’s $16 billion capital 
expenditure budget for the period. trinidad 
and tobago is still importing 73 percent of 
its crude requirements at world market prices 
– both the company and the country would 

Workers in action



Petrotrin

benefit immeasurably by shifting that balance. 
as ramnarine said: “I don’t think the average 
man on the street is aware that our refinery 
has a capacity of 165,000 barrels of oil per 
day, of which we supply 45,000 barrels or 27 
percent.” 

with the refinery upgrade almost 
complete the priority is for new discoveries 
and the application of enhanced oil recovery 
techniques to mature oil fields. oil production 
has suffered from decades of low investment 
and this is related to the availability of land-
based acreage to the private sector. the 
government’s 2013 bid round addressed 
this, laying the foundation for new oil and 
gas discoveries on land in the coming years. 
among the operators that were awarded a 
total of twelve wells, with associated seismic 

Overlooking the water treatment plant

crude production 44,221 bpd

crude reserves (proved) 152.3 mmbbl 

gas reserves (proved) 299.2 bcf 

primary distillation 175,000 bpd 

conversion capacity  
168,000 bpd (Post GOP)

onshore acreage 249,686 

offshore acreage 1,024,713 

Petrotrin at a glance



operations, were range resources, primera 
oil and gas and Lease operators Ltd.

as part of our last report we highlighted 
petrotrin’s social, environmental and 
economic programmes, which are something 
of a benchmark for the business community 

in the caribbean and the o&g industry 
internationally. not for nothing is the 
company’s slogan “energy based: people 
powered”. It is pleasing to be able to report 
that this activity and ethos is still alive and 
well, with the company supporting a huge 

Lillies on the pond 

at Wild Fowl Trust

Petrotrin

“Petrotrin is the major sponsor of the annual  
Inmates Calypso Competition held in the eight prisons  
and centres, which the company has been sponsoring  

for the past 24 years”

range of sporting activities as well as health 
initiatives typified by its hosting of a foot 
health conference. the conference held in the 
capital port of spain in february focused on 
the problems faced by diabetics. 

however a really imaginative and long-term 
commitment to csr activities is demonstrated 
in the annual calypso competitions 
throughout the nation’s prisons and detention 
facilities. petrotrin is the major sponsor of the 
annual Inmates calypso competition held 
in the eight prisons and centres, which the 
company has been sponsoring for the past 
24 years. contestants sing compositions 
from soca, calypso and chutney genres. Most 
performances portrayed positive messages 

highlighting issues of crime, drugs, child 
abuse, love and peace, and received a spirited 
response from specially invited guests! 
the programme has been the opportunity 
for many inmates to develop musical 
composition, staging and, performance skills 
while still in prison, a very positive contribution  
to their rehabilitation.  

  (868) 658-4200/10/20/30
 corp-comm@petrotrin.com

www.petrotrin.com

Petrotrin



produced by:

www.bus-ex.com

  (868) 658-4200/10/20/30
 corp-comm@petrotrin.com

www.petrotrin.com

Petrotrin


