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Underpinning Trinidad 
& Tobago’s prosperity
Damus is a privately owned company fulfilling an essential role in 
advancing the upstream and downstream oil and gas industries 
that promise to define the Caribbean over the coming decade
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A
s we have recently seen in our 
extensive coverage of Trinidad 
& Tobago’s state oil company 
Petrotrin and its engagement in 
the exploration, development 

and production of hydrocarbons as well as the 
manufacturing and marketing of petroleum 
products, this island nation’s near term future 
is largely defined by its onshore and offshore 
resources. Major and junior exploration 
companies are scrapping over new licences 
and preparing to pour billions of dollars into 
development projects.

To succeed, though, they need to partner 
with competent local companies that can 
provide the support services they need, and this 
is where Damus, a key supplier to Petrotrin as 
well as the private sector, comes in. Established 
in 1973 the company has established  some 
nine subsidiaries and affiliates since the time 
of its acquisition by the Mahabir family  in 
1981. Since then it has grown to become not 
only the largest mechanical fabrication and  
construction contractor in Trinidad & Tobago 
but the largest in the whole eastern Caribbean 
region. With a permanent staff of 200 
augmented by a temporary workforce that 
can vary from 500 to over 2,000 depending 
on current projects, its services focus on the 
design, manufacture, procurement, installation 
and maintenance of almost every class of 
equipment required by the industry.

Damus’ headquarters is at La Romaine 
to the south west of Trinidad. There it 
operates a twelve-acre yard which used to 
house its main fabrication operation until 
it built a much larger shop at Point Fortin, 
30 kilometres to the  south. This houses a 

Damus welder at work 
at the La Romaine 
facility
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“The work done for Bechtel on 
the 15 million tpa LNG plant at 

Point Fortin was a major milestone 
for the company”

What we offer
PIPING
•  Fabrication and Installation of pipelines 

for Petroleum products, including LPG.
• Repairs and maintenance
• Pressure Testing
•  Installation of Service Stations, hoists, air 

meters, etc.,   
TANKS
•  Fabrication, erection and repair of 

vertical and horizontal tanks.
•  Installation of underground tanks  

at Service Stations.
• Installation of LPG Tanks.
TESTING OF PIPES AND TANKS
• Thickness Testing (Ultra sonic)
• Pressure Testing (Hydrostatic)
• Tank Calibration
CLEANING
• Sandblasting, painting of Pipes, Tanks, etc;
• Cleaning of Petroleum Storage Tanks

GEORGE UNION’S 
PIPE AND TANK COMPANY

George Union’s Pipe and Tank was first founded to 
meet the demands of the petroleum industry in Guyana, 
specifically as it relates to the manufacturing and 
fabrication of Industry-standard Tanks and pipelines.

The Best in our Industry

www.georgeunionpipeandtank.com

50,000 square foot workshop, 
over 160,000 square feet of 
warehouses and an office 
building on a 30-acre site, 
with the capacity to turn out 
300 tonnes of steel fabrication 
a month based on working 
one shift per day.  Twenty-
four hour operation will 
add an incremental eighty 
percent of production.  The 
24,000 square foot workshop 
at La Romaine is now mainly used for light 
fabrication work and the submarine pipe 
fabrication that the company performs for 
Petrotrin’s offshore Trinmar operations.

It is worth dwelling for a moment on this 
work, as it illustrates Damus’ innovative 
approach to solving customers’ problems. 
“Petrotrin is investing significantly in its 
Trinmar fields” confirms Director of Overseas 
Operations Stuart Mahabir. There are two 
ways of installing the undersea pipelines that 
link the rigs and transfer crude onshore – you 
can either use a specialised pipelaying ship 
to position continuous coil or join sections in 
situ from specially adapted barges. However 
high mobilisation costs and availability issues 
make the former a very expensive operation.

Trinmar continues to use Damus’ Atlantic LNG Plant built by Damus
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George Union’s Pipe and Tank
George Union’s Pipe and Tank are committed to a very high 
standard of work, innovation and on-time delivery, this 
has allowed us to expand our operations in new frontiers, 
always endeavouring to meet our clients varied needs and 
objectives. We have the privilege of serving very large multi-
national companies with operations in the Caribbean, North 
America, Europe and other parts of the world.
Having well over 35 years in business, with a highly skilled 
and trained workforce, customer satisfaction is guaranteed. 
www.georgeunionpipeandtank.com



pipelaying barges, on which 
pre-fabricated sections of 
pipe – ‘pipe strings’ – are 
welded together in situ. This 
is the most effective solution 
for the client, and was made 
more effective when Damus 
re-engineered its barges to 
enable them to operate in sea 
conditions that would have 

delayed the work in the past. “This is industry 
best practice. The work is now done higher 
above water level – it saves both money and 
time,” says Mahabir.

Pipelaying is a good example of the bread 
and butter work that Damus does, however 
in recent years it has distinguished itself 
by taking on and successfully completing 
some very high profile and complex projects. 
The first such project to be landed in 1998 
lasted nearly a decade and involved the 
construction of a four-train gas liquefaction 
facility at Point Fortin with a total capacity of 
15 million metric tonnes per annum (tpa) for 
Atlantic, one of the world’s largest producers 
of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).

The EPC contractor for the $5 billion 
project was Bechtel Corporation of the USA, 
and Damus was Bechtel’s main mechanical 
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ANALYSER SERVICES TRINIDAD LTD. is a company registered in Trinidad &
Tobago and in existence for the past 15 years. We are part of a group of
companies headed by Norsk Analyse AS  of Scandinavia. Our support center  
is staffed with highly trained and experienced technicians to service and
support Analyzer, Sampling Handling Panels, and Gas Detection Equipment.
Services we offer are; • Sales & After Sales Support • Preventative Maintenance
• Service • Training • Spares Parts

Tel: 868 679 3839 / 636 6576 | Fax: 868 679 3840 | Email: anaserv@tstt.net.tt 

For Technical Information contact:
Joshua Madoo: 1-868-788-5984, Email: joshua@integra-pc.com 

Anil Maraj: 1-868-741-3517, Email: anil@integra-pc.biz
Denesh Ragbir: 1-868- 775-9067, Email: denesh@integra-pc.com

Providing a wide range of high performance marine 
and pc coatings. Addressing the needs of a worldwide 
Clientele in an ever changing operating environment.

International Paints Available at:

Tel: 1 868 665 6260 / 1676  |  Fax: 1 868 671 6518

Protective and Marine Coatings
Integra Protective Coatings Ltd
Integra Protective Coatings Ltd has happily partnered with 
Damus Ltd in their successful provision of quality work over 
the years. From providing appropriate coating products, 
technical advice, inspection services to introducing the 
latest in coatings technology. Integra’s direct relationship 
with International Paints also ensures all projects and 
backup services are monitored by our global team.
joshua@integra-pc.com

300 tonnes 
 

Monthly capacity of Damus’  
Point Fortin fabrication site



subcontractor, completing 
train one in 1999, trains two 
and three in 2002 and 2003, 
with train four finally being 
commissioned in 2007. “That 
was a major milestone for 
the company,” recalls Stuart 
Mahabir with pride. “At the 
time the Point Fortin facility 
was the fourth largest in the 
world.” Damus’ contribution 
included installation of all 
above ground piping, static 
and rotating equipment, spool 
and utility tank fabrication.

More recently the company 
completed its largest job ever, 
showing its diversity in the very different 
field of power generation. Between 2009 and 
its commissioning in 2012 Damus was the 
main mechanical contractor for a new 720 
MW combined cycle power plant (CCPP) built 
by Germany’s Ferrostaal GmbH for Trinidad 
Generation Unlimited (TGU) at La Brea. At 
the $740 million plant’s official opening in 
October 2013 Trinidad’s Energy Minister 
Kevin Ramnarine hailed it as the nation’s 
most efficient, producing electricity at half 
the unit cost of other sources. 

Damus’ client list includes such major 
companies as BP, BG, BHP Billiton, Repsol 
and, of course, Petrotrin. To work with these 
companies presupposes best practice enshrined 
in certification, such as ISO 9001:2008, which 
assures the company’s quality management 
system (QMS) and the Safe-to-Work (STOW) 
accreditation. STOW assures not only safety 
but also environmental performance, stresses 
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Quality Brands • Attractive Prices • Free Delivery • Knowledgeable & Responsive Staff

 Stationery & Office Consumables

Specialised Library Supplies

Office Furniture & Machines

Audio Visual Equipment

Computer Supplies

 Self-Inking  
Stamps

 Printing  
Services

Our Edge is Efficiency
Advantage Lab Services Ltd. provides comprehensive 
laboratory testing services, which help physicians and other 
healthcare providers in the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and 
monitoring of disease and illness in patients. We also provide 
access to specialized clinical tests, used to detect cancer, 
monitor heart disease, identify neurological disorders and 
pinpoint individual allergies, among other things.

You can rely on our adherence to the highest levels of quality 
assurance and our employment of state-of-the-art technology. 
For every test performed, we monitor the quality of the entire 
process from initial request, through test performance,  
to the prompt reporting of the result. 

Phone: 868.653.6993, 868.290.3211, 
868.648.0549  |  Fax: 868.652.8017
E-mail: rmaraj@advantagelabservices.com
www.advantagelabservices.com

Advantage Lab Services Ltd
Advantage Lab Services Limited, located in San Fernando, 
Trinidad, is a company specializing in high technology 
Laboratory testing services. The business was established 
to offer a high quality diagnostic service to Clinicians, 
Hospitals, Nursing homes, Corporate Companies and the 
community at large.
Our Ultra modern facility and state of the art Laboratory 
complimented with our 25 years experience in Laboratory 
medicine provides a full range of Lab services including 
Drug & Alcohol testing, Lipid Profiles, HIV, DNA Paternity, 
Executive & UKOOA Medicals, Occupational Health Testing, 
Ultra Sounds and ECG’s.
Advantage Lab Services Limited: Guided by the people we 
serve, provided by people who care.
www.advantagelabservices.com



Mahabir. “Achieving that 
accreditation in 2012 was 
significant in that it confirmed 
that our workers were trained, 
approved and recognised 
by the industry accepted 
regulatory body in the local 
energy sector. It affirmed 
once and for all the company’s 
record of compliance.”

Being a large employer, 
Damus recognises the 

importance of a well-trained and accredited 
workforce, he continues. “We operate a 
mixture of internal and external training, 
with an in-house syllabus for our junior 
engineers covering structural design, 
mechanical design and other topics. We also 
offer financial incentives to encourage them 
to acquire qualifications that may be required 
for our contracts.” 

Though the global economic situation is 
reflected in a current slowdown regionally, 
Damus is planning ahead for the O&G boom 
that is in the making. The port of Galeota 
on Trinidad’s south-eastern tip is central to 
Trinidad and Tobago’s deepwater acreage 
and its shallow water acreage on the east 
coast. It is also close to Venezuela, Guyana, 
Suriname and French Guiana. If Port-
of-Spain is becoming the Houston of the 
Caribbean, as Minister Ramnarine states, he 
also proposes that Galeota should become a 
significant energy services hub for this part 
of the Caribbean. “We are planning to build 
a new fabrication facility on the east coast 
of the island,” says Mahabir. “It makes sense 
for us to improve our facility at Galeota to BP Bombax Subsea Manifold, built by Damus
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MILEAGE MACK offers the widest range of 
passenger, commercial and industrial tyres in 
Trinidad & Tobago. Our certified technicians 

provide sophisticated, professional, and 
highly technical services using state-of-the-
art computer diagnostic equipment. Mileage 

Mack is a certified member of the Tire 
Industry Association of North America (TIA) 

and Specialty Equipment Market Association.

Telephone: 1-(868)-657-1704
Email: sales@mileagemack.com

www.mileagemack.com

Stretching the Miles

www.bus-ex.com
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Your weekly digest of 

business news and views

R.M. Engineering Limited is a Multi-Disciplinary Consulting 
Firm which provides services to Government, Institutional 
and Industrial Clients in the Architectural, Civil, Structural, 
Mechanical, Electrical Fields as well as Project Management.

Address: R.M. Engineering Limited
505 Centre Pointe Mall, Ramsaran Street. Chaguanas.Trinidad and Tobago

Email: rm_eng_01@yahoo.com
Telephone: 1 (868) 665 5575 / 671 9467
Telefax: 1 (868) 665 5575

RM
ENGINEERING

R.M. Engineering Limited
R.M. Engineering Limited was established on the 7th 
January, 2005 and has been providing Consultancy Services 
since then. The company’s key personnel have considerable 
experience in the successful management and execution of a 
wide variety of projects in Trinidad and Tobago.
We actively aim to always satisfy our Clients by continuously 
improving on our operations and are proud to be associated 
with Damus Limited for whom we have been providing 
engineering consultancy services for over eight years.
rm_eng_01@yahoo.com



take advantage of investment that is going to 
increase over the next five years.”

While activity levels are reasonably 
high  offshore, Damus continues to seek 
out  downstream project opportunities. One 
significant opportunity coming over the horizon 
is a proposed $850 million petrochemical plant 
at the Union Industrial Estate in La Brea, to be 
built by a consortium led by Japan’s Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries (MHI). The plant will 
produce a million tonnes a year of methanol 
and 100,000 tonnes of dimethyl ether (DME). 
If the project goes ahead, it would be the first 
new downstream energy plant in Trinidad and 
Tobago since 2010. Damus, as the only regional 
company with the experience, capacity and 
track record in delivering projects like this is 
well placed to capture  particular construction  
elements of such a project.

Meanwhile Stuart Mahabir  is looking 
further afield in a region that is increasingly 
grappling with the conflict between traditional 
industries like tourism and fishing and the oil 
trade. Curacao, with its huge independent 
refinery is a case in point. But Damus will 
always maintain its standards, he assures: “We 
are proud of our reputation and our brand. We 
will always conduct business in a transparent 
way and never tarnish the good name we 
have established for ourselves. We hope our 
customers continue to recognise our efforts in 
providing excellent contracting services to the 
local and regional oil and gas industry.”  

Damus

For more information about
Damus visit:
www.damusgroup.com
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